
Dance Hall Relief Fund raised 
$265,809 for 32 halls

Preservation Grant Program launched 
2015; ongoing funding for critical repairs

INVESTING IN PRESERVATION

Saving Texas Dance Halls, 
One Two-Step at a Time

Since 2007, Texas Dance Hall Preservation (TDHP) has worked to ensure 
that the music, movement and memories born in Texas dance halls 

continue to echo across generations. These beloved community 
landmarks—where families, friends and strangers gather to share in 

the rhythm of Texas life—remain the heartbeat of our culture.
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Supported reopening of Hye Hall (dormant 60 years) as a result of our Mothball/ 
Stabilization Toolkit begun in 2017.



Research & Documentation
Partnership with UTSA Center for Cultural Sustainability 
(2022–present) to map Texas dance halls and create an 
interactive map for public use

Identified 300 dance halls in the Hurricane Harvey (2017) 
disaster area and developed a toolkit for disaster 
preparedness, resilience and recovery

Expanded research beyond central Texas to include 
195 Tejano dance halls across the state

Recipient of the 2022 
Texas Governor’s Award 
for Historic Preservation

Partnered with Texas Music Office 
& Texas Historical Commission on 
statewide music heritage tourism

18 Years of Music, Memory and Community
Each hall restored, each dance held, each story shared— 
keeping Texas dancing, one two-step at a time.

Legacy

Education & Awareness

Recognition & Leadership

Created traveling photo exhibit displayed at Dallas Love Field, 
Austin-Bergstrom Airport and other locations

Presented and participated in symposiums, national conferences and 
workshops on architecture, polka and more.  

Produced KLRN-TV interview 
series hosted by Ray Benson 
(Asleep at the Wheel)

Co-founded the Festival of 
Texas Fiddling (2014–2015) 
with Texas Folklife

Scan for more info:

www.texasdancehall.org   |   A 501c3 non-profit organization


